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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A seal puller tool adapted for entering an interface between a shaft seal 
and a sealed shaft to pull the seal, comprising: 

a generally planar shank having opposite proximal and distal ends, a bottom mayor face and a 
top major face, and opposite side edges including a hook-facing side edge and a backside 
edge; 

a seal-engaging hook located on the distal end of said shank, opening toward said hook-facing 
side edge, disposed with a free end at least partially offset above-frhe said top face of the shank, 
such that, in use, said free end is positionable behind the shaft seal while the shank is disposed 
with said bottom face against the shaft: and 

an attachment base connected to the proximal end of the shank. 



2. (original) The seal puller tool of Claim 1 , wherein: 

said hook and said shank are portions of a unitary blade having distal and proximal ends and 
opposite side edges; and 

the hook is defined by a notch in one of said side edges and near the distal end of the blade. 



3, (currently amended) The seal puller tool of Claim 2, wherein: 
said blade is formed of generally planar «*e«H- sheet stock; and 
said hook is elevated above the top face of the shank by a bend in the sheet stock. 



4. (original) The seal puller of Claim 3 f wherein: 

2 of 9 



PAGE 3/10 * RCVD AT 8/2712004 11:48:11 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:720 528 8864 * DURATION (mm-ss):0240 



Kyle H. RosT 7Z0-528-SS64 08/27/04- 10:04P P . 004 



Appl. Nq, 10/605,320 
Amendment dated August 27, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of May 28, 2004 

said bend Is located between the shank and the hook; and 

the bend is chosen from the group consisting of a twist, a tilt, an offset, or any combination of 
these. 

5. (original) The seal puller of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

a scratch-protective coating on said shank for protecting against scratching of a sealed shaft 
during use of the tool, 

6. (original) The seal puller of Claim 5, wherein: 

said scratch-protective coating is formed of a material chosen from the group consisting of 
rubber, urethane, cured plastic resin., resilient mesh, or any combination thereof. 

7. (original) The seal puller of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

a wear strip at least partially covering said backside edge for protecting against scratching of a 
sealed shaft during use of the tool. 

8. (original) The seal puller of Claim 1 F further comprising: 

an elongated lever connected to said attachment base for manipulating said hook. 

9. (original) The seal puller of Claim 8, wherein: 

said shank is longitudinally elongated between said proximal and distal ends; 

said lever is connected to the attachment in longitudinal alignment with the shank; and 

the lever further comprises a slide hammer. 
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10. (original) The seal puller of Claim 8* wherein: 

said shank is longitudinally elongated between said proximal and distal ends; 

said lever is connected to the attachment base in an orientation relative to the shank chosen 
from the group consisting of longitudinal; transverse and coplanar with the shank, extending 
from the hook-facing side edge; or transverse and coplanar with the shank, extending from the 
backside edge. 

1 1 . (original) The seal puller tool of claim 8, wherein: 

said elongated lever is joined to said attachment base by a connection device chosen from the 
group consisting of a threaded socket, a straight socket of limited engagement, a straight 
socket with through bore, a pressure clamp, a positive lock, or any combination thereof. 

12. (original) The seal puller tool of Claim 8, further comprising: 
a fulcrum; and 

a fulcrum base carrying said fulcrum; 

wherein said elongated lever carries the fulcrum base In a position suitable for applying a 
prying force via said hook. 

1 3. (original) The seal puller tool of Claim 1 2, wherein: 

said elongated lever is joined to said fulcrum base by a connection device chosen from the 
group consisting of a straight socket with through bore, a pressure clamp, a positive lock, or 
any combination thereof. 
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14. (currently amended) A seal puller tool adapted for entering an interface between a shaft 
seal and a sealed shaft to pull the seal, comprising: 

a longitudinally elongated planar &h *et-m** a l-blade having firsiand second major faces, having 
a notch formed in an edge thereof, defining a seal-engaging arm located at a first longitudinal 
end of the blade and disposed transversely to the longitudinal dimension of the blade; 

an attachment base connected to the second longitudinal end of said blade and defining at 
least one connection means for receiving a (ever; and 

a lever engageable with said connection means for manipulating said seal-engaging arm; 

wherein said seal-enoaoinq arm includes a free transverse end disposed above said first maior 
face of said blad^>uch that in use the blade is insertable between a shaft and a surrounding 
shaft seal with s^'d second maior face toward the shaft and said free transverse end above the 

fir$t majftcfatt and gnqaqfifiUal^^ 

1 5. (original) The seal puller tool of Claim 14, wherein: 

said seal-engaging arm is disposed via a bend area to one side of the plane of said blade by an 
acute angle. 

1 6. (original) The seal puller tool of Claim 1 4, wherein: 

said seal-engaging arm is disposed via a bend area to one side of the plane of said blade by an 
acute angle in the range from ten degrees to sixty degrees. 

1 7. (original) The seal puller tool of Claim 1 4, wherein: 

said seal-engaging arm is disposed to one side of the plane of said blade by a bend in said 
blade located in a bend area juxtaposed to the seal-engaging arm; and 

the bend is chosen from the group consisting of a twist, a tilt, an offset, and any combination 
of these. 
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1 8. (original) The seal puller tool of Claim 1 4, wherein: 

said seal engaging arm includes a free end disposed near a lateral edge of said blade; and 
said free end of the arm is chamfered. 

1 9. (original) The seal puller tool of Claim 1 4, wherein: 

said seal engaging arm is of approximately uniform width in its transverse disposition to the 
blade. 



20. (original) The seal puller tool of Claim 14, wherein: 

said seal engaging arm is tapered from a narrower free end to a broader base in its transverse 
disposition to the blade. 
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